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Greetings!

Mission Statement
The Carpenter's Place provides the tools necessary for rebuilding the lives of the homeless. Inspired by Christ's compassion, The Carpenter's Place offers direction with accountability to people with broken lives, helping them find peace with God, themselves and their communities. 
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The Director's Corner
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THE “REBUILDING” OF SPRINGTIME!
Spring time always makes us thankful for the rebuilding that we see ‘springing’ (pun intended) up around us as grasses and flowers begin to bloom after the cold of winter. We know that various fruits of the seasons will also be soon to follow. At CP we are continually thankful for the year-round blessings we witness through the fruit of rebuilt lives. We are happy to share that during the first quarter of 2006, (January 1st - March 30th) the following significant outcomes were achieved through the CP case management program: 

EMPLOYMENT 
45 individuals attained employment:
    38 obtained full-time jobs
      7 obtained part-time employment 

HOUSING 
80 individuals secured stabilized housing:
    57 into their own apartment
    18 entered transitional housing
      2 into supported housing, and
      3 relocated to long-term recovery programs 

It is a Team thing... and we sincerely say “Thank You” for being a part of the Team!
May God richly bless you and your family as we work together to “Provide the tools for rebuilding lives."

Peace, and God Bless
Al 

[image: image7]
[image: image8]
[image: image9]
[image: image10]
Jail Outreach Program
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Through funding from Winnebago County, CP operates a Jail Outreach Program (JOP) that focuses on rebuilding the lives of men who are in the Winnebago County Jail and will be homeless upon release. The goal is to reduce recidivism among this population. 

Wayne Augenson, the JOP manager, uses the CP case management model to complete a comprehensive assessment and create a Life Recovery Plan with each participant. This leads to securing employment, housing, and other needed services. 

Currently, there are forty men in the program and eight of them are in CP housing. Each has his own bedroom and shares a common living area, kitchen and bathrooms. Several of the men have turned out to be excellent cooks! 

All JOP participants in CP housing are in recovery and actively involved in church and/or a 12-step group. And, of the eight, six of the men are employed full-time and the other two are using job readiness services to help find jobs. 

It is exciting to see men who were previously incarcerated tax consumers becoming productive tax payers through this effective program! Positive change is happening! 
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Remember READERS' THEATER!
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Mark you calendar for June 16 & 17 to attend “A Place Called Home” at New American Theater. It is a poignant contemporary play based on the true life stories of homeless men and women. Proceeds will support the services provided at CP. Invitations will be in the mail shortly! 
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Urgent Need for Gifts of Time and Talent
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1. Community Service “Coach”
CP Guests are asked to do community service at CP in exchange for some of the items and services they receive. One such duty is afternoon housekeeping chores. However, many of our Guests do not know how to clean appropriately so we are looking for individuals who are willing to work with the Guests and coach them as they are doing community service. Housekeeping may be required of volunteer if community service Guests are not scheduled. Time commitment: 2:00 – 4:00 p.m., Monday-Friday once a week or every other week. 

2. On-call Handyman/Handywoman
Provide TLC to a beautiful 100 year old building as needs arise. This may include small plumbing, electrical, and general “household” needs such as putting up a shelf, fixing a squeaking door, installing a lock, etc. Time commitment: Flexible 

3. Kitchen Assistant
Assist with serving lunch to Guests. Time Commitment: 12:15 to 1:30 p.m., Tuesday – Friday, one day a week or every other week. 

If you are interested in any of the above volunteer positions, please contact Sheri at
964-4105, ext. 203. 
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Volunteer Spotlight
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Alice Lindquist is a woman who is small in stature but mighty in determination and huge in heart! We are most fortunate to have Alice as an active volunteer at CP and to express our gratitude, CP nominated Alice to be honored at the United Way Volunteer Recognition event on Monday, April 24 at Giovanni’s. 

When Alice came to CP to volunteer, she was well-acquainted with our neighborhood and the people we serve. She and her husband, Howard, owned a business on 7th Street, and after retiring, Alice worked for several years at the Midtown District office and for a short period at Benson Stone Company. 

Being a talented artist herself, Alice was drawn to the art room at CP. She undertook the task of relocating art classes to an area of the building that is surrounded by tall windows and bathed in natural light. She worked hard to layout and equip the space to make it an inviting environment for Guests to work on a wide range of creative projects. Alice now has art classes scheduled three days a week and has recruited volunteers to help her in this wonderful endeavor. Our Guests enjoy and appreciate the opportunity to express themselves through art and we are sure that many of them value even more the listening ear and nurturing words Alice extends so generously. 

Alice’s gifts of time and talent are important components to rebuilding the lives of homeless men and women at CP. For this we acclaim, “Thank you, Alice!” 
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Basic Necessities Needed
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Below is a list of items that are greatly needed for the homeless men and women working to rebuild their lives at Carpenter’s Place. Donations from individuals, work place groups, civic organizations and churches are deeply appreciated! 

Men’s disposable razors
Women’s feminine products
Men’s deodorant
Sizes 30-40 white brief underwear for men
All sizes women's underwear
White athletic socks
(above 3-listed items, new or slightly used please) 
Backpacks 

Please bring your donations to the Carpenter's Place, 1149 Railroad Ave, Monday - Friday between the hours of 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
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	email: outreach@carpentersplace.org 

phone: 815-964-4105 

web: http://www.carpentersplace.org 


